5.1 Continuing Professional Development
Membership
· The school subscribes to The Institute of Physics Schools Affiliation Scheme, which publishes the excellent Physics Education journal and provides many useful ideas and resources for teaching and promoting Physics, including DVDs and posters. 

· Staff members attend the Frontiers of Physics conference annually.
· All teachers are members of the ISTA and receive various resources throughout the year and attend the ISTA conference annually.
· The school has for many years been an affiliate of the ASE (Association for Science Education) and has an extensive backlog of their house journal School Science Review in the general resource room.
Professional development activities engaged in by teachers in the last five years 

· Attendance at ISTA annual conferences

· Attendance at IOP annual conferences

· Attendance at CESI annual conferences
· Member of the ISTA Physics syllabus committee
· Former member of the DSE steering group for promoting the use of datalogging and sensor technology in schools

· Have corrected Junior Cert Science and Leaving Cert Physics papers

· Have lectured in the BSc in Science Education course in DCU
Ongoing CPD
The traditional mode of CPD which requires face-to-face communication will always have its place in education, but the time has come to acknowledge that there is now the infrastructure in place to allow for much more effective up-skilling, and with little or no disruption or loss of teaching hours to a school. The most effective of these is the discussion forum, but other arenas are also beginning to grow in popularity.

Discussion forums

· PTNC

PTNC (Physics Teachers News and Comment) is a discussion forum open to all physics teachers in Britain and Ireland and is a wonderful source of information, having over 800 members, most of whom are experienced physics teachers. Knowing that there is always someone out there with an answer to almost any theory or practical question is a wonderful resource.
· SharingScience Googlegroup

While the Department of Education SLSS forum has discussion forums for Leaving Cert Physics, Chemistry and Biology (and of these only the Biology forum has anything like regular posts) there is nothing to help a specialist leaving teacher to teach outside his or her specialist area at Junior Cert level (e.g. for a Chemistry or Biology teacher to teach Physics, or vice versa).
As a result of this sense of frustration we have set up a google-groups science discussion forum (see https://groups.google.com/group/sharingscience) for all science teachers in Ireland to share ideas and resources. 
Currently it has over 100 members and its popularity is growing as more people find out about it and realise its potential.
· Sciencedept Googlegroup
We have also set up a discussion forum for the science teachers in King’s Hospital (http://groups.google.com/group/sciencedept), again with the aim of sharing our experiences and also with a view to helping new and hDip teachers. This resource also allows us to upload files for sharing with colleagues. Because most science teachers are generally very busy it can often be easier to communicate by email than it can to try and meet up in person.
Twitter
Twitter is a wonderful resource for teachers of all subjects – it offers continual professional development 24/7 – as much or as little as you want and all in 140 characters or less!

It allows us to initiate communication with fellow professionals from all over the globe and at all levels of expertise. One advantage of this is that it enables us to keep up to date on developments in physics and science education without needing to wait for the research to be published in individual journals.
Our own profile is at http://twitter.com/#!/physicsteacher 

Blog
Maintaining a blog is a wonderful means of encouraging a teacher to be reflexive about his or her teaching. 

Over five years ago the physics department set up http://thinkforyourself.ie/ and since then it has had hundreds of thousands of visits from all over the world.

Continuing Professional Development Library

The Physics Department has, over the years, built up an extensive library of physics education books for personal development.

The books are stored in a special library bookshelf in A7 and are listed in the following section.
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